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THE DONUT-EATING RUNNER  
Essay Superpowers: Common topic infused with humor, creative timeline, swift action. 

 
 

  

College Essay Excerpts
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We understand that applicants are curious to see college essays from the past for context and 
inspiration, but reading college essay examples can actually be a slippery slope into writer’s block 
and decision paralysis. The truth is that, just as each applicant is di�erent, each admissions essay 
is unique in not only content, but also form. So, instead of reading every college essay you can 
find on the internet, we recommend reviewing this nifty markup we put together, in which we 
highlight all of the places these college essayists got it right.

Note that we haven’t published any one essay in its entirety—some things are best left in a cloak 
of mystery, and we don’t want you to be tempted to mimic an essay’s structure, concept, or 
execution from beginning to end. These are meant to be loose references only! Observe and be 
inspired by each essay’s superpowered strengths and keep it moving! What you have to say in 
your own essay is far more interesting than trying to sound like someone else, we promise—even 
if you haven’t written it yet!
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THE GRADUATION SPEAKER 
Essay Superpowers: Expertly wielded mechanism, a strong voice and humor 

 

 

WWW.COLLEGEESSAYADVISORS.COMWWW.COLLEGEESSAYADVISORS.COM

www.collegeessayadvisors.com


THE NIKE JORDANS 
Essay Superpowers: Surprising details and dialogue, vivid language. 
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WHAT MAKES A WOMAN  
Essay Superpowers: Disarming honesty and depth, common topic treated with thoughtful and creative 

reflection. 
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IN THE CAR WITH MOM 
Essay Superpowers: Focus on small moments, defining a relationship through dialogue. 
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THE BURGLAR FIGHTER 
Essay Superpowers: Jumping into and sustaining the action, creative timeline that maintains interest 

 
 
  

WWW.COLLEGEESSAYADVISORS.COMWWW.COLLEGEESSAYADVISORS.COM

www.collegeessayadvisors.com


THE NATURE PAINTER 
Essay Superpowers: Connecting the dots between disparate interests, detailed descriptions, 

metaphor/wordplay 
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